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Farm Debt Mediation Service
The information you provide on this document is collected by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada under the authority of the Farm Debt Mediation Act for the purpose of facilitating financial arrangements between farmers and their creditors. Personal information will be protected under the provisions of the Privacy Act and will be stored in Personal Information
Bank AAFC/P-PU-227. Information may be accessible or protected as required under the provisions of the Access to Information Act.
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APPLICATION FOR MEDIATION
Under the Farm Debt Mediation Act
In which official languages would you like to be served
Part 1: Eligibility Requirements
Before applying for mediation services under the Farm Debt Meditation Act (FDMA), you must meet the following two requirements:
1. You must be engaged in farming for commercial purposes   
	a. the production of field-grown crops, cultivated and uncultivated, and horticultural crops; 	b. the raising of livestock, poultry and fur-bearing animals; 	c. the production of eggs, milk, honey, maple syrup, tobacco, fibre, wood from woodlots and fodder crops; and 	d. the production or raising of any other prescribed thing or animal.
a. the production of field-grown crops, cultivated and uncultivated, and horticultural crops;
b. the raising of livestock, poultry and fur-bearing animals;
c. the production of eggs, milk, honey, maple syrup, tobacco, fibre, wood from woodlots and fodder crops; and
d. the production or raising of any other prescribed thing or animal.
2. You must be insolvent and indicate at least one of the following to describe your current financial situation:
If you need help to complete this application or if you have any questions regarding your eligibility, please contact the FDMS for assistance.
Once your application is complete and signed, please send it to:
Eastern Canada Office                                    
Tel: 1-866-452-5556                                             
Email: aafc.fdms-smmea.aac@agr.gc.ca
Fax: 1-833-902-8388 
2560 Hochelaga Boulevard
Quebec, QC G1V 2J3
Western Canada Office 
Tel: 1-866-452-5556
Email: aafc.fdms-smmea.aac@agr.gc.ca
Fax: 1-833-902-8388         
301-2010 12th Avenue
Regina, SK  S4P 0M3         
Part 2: Applicant Information
The information appearing in this section will be used to identify the farm in our communications with your creditors. It is important that you provide both the farm legal name (if applicable) and the name recognizable to your creditors.  Please ensure the information provided is printed clearly.
Farm Type
A CRA business number is the nine-digit number that gives each registered business its own unique identifier. For more information, visit the CRA business number web page (https://www.canada.ca/en/services/taxes/business-number.html). 
Are the farm debts under personal name(s), the company name or both: 
Farm mailing address
Farm location if different than mailing address
Part 3: Farm Owners & Primary Contact
The farm representative(s), unless otherwise approved by FDMS Administrator, is/are the farm owners and must:
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be duly authorized to make decisions on behalf of the farm
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provide the required information to the financial expert
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attend the mediation meeting; and,
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must have the authority to sign the arrangement if an arrangement is reached at the mediation meeting. 
As the farm owner(s), the authorized representative(s) must also sign the Farmer(s) Authorization page of this application.  Farm debt mediation documents and notices will be shared with the farm representative(s) by email as a first method of communication unless the farmer doesn't have access to email.
Address
Part 4: Application Type
Please refer to our website(Farm Debt Mediation Service) for more information on which application type better meets your needs. You can also contact us for guidance before submitting your application.
(check only one)
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Does not provide the farm with the protection of the stay of proceedings.
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Your creditors have not indicated they intend to take recovery action but you are facing financial difficulties or you can foresee financial difficulties.
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You must include in your application all your secured creditors and may include major non-secured creditors in your application.
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You have not applied for a mediation under section 5(1)b of the FDMA in the last two years. 
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If your application is accepted, provides the farm with the protection of a stay of proceedings during which time creditors may not begin or continue recovery or seizure action against your assets.
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You have received a Notice of Intent to Realize or a creditor has indicated they intend to take recovery action.
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You must include in your application all your creditors (secured and unsecured).
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You must follow the Directives to a guardian appointed under the FDMA (Annex A).
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Please note that in general, the «Authorized Representative #1  - Primary Contact» listed on the application will be named guardian of the assets. However, the FDMS Administrator reserves the right to appoint another guardian as per Section 16(1) of the FDMA. 
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You have not applied for a mediation under section 5(1)a of the FDMA in the last two years.
Part 5: Creditor Information
Your application for mediation must include the name of your creditors, their coordinates and estimated amount owed. This will allow the FDMS to give them proper notice in accordance with section 7(1) of the Farm Debt Mediation Act.
Please complete Sections 1, 2 and 3.
Section 1 – Notice of intent to realize
Have you received a Notice of Intent to Realize:
Section 2 – Secured creditors
Please list all secured creditors. A secured creditor is a creditor who holds some or all of your assets, including money owed to you, as a security for his/her loan to you and such asset/property may be seized if you default in repayment of your loan to him/her.  The information provided must be clearly readable.
Section 3 – Unsecured creditors
An unsecured creditor is a creditor who does not hold any of your assets as security for payment for his/her loan and has no other recourse but to sue you in order to have the loan paid.
If you are applying for a stay of proceedings, a review of your financial affairs and mediation under section 5(1)a of the FDMA, you must provide all unsecured creditors with an estimated balance of $1,000 or more.   
If you are applying for a review of your financial affairs and mediation under section 5(1)b of the FDMA (without a stay of proceedings), you may provide major unsecured creditors that would be necessary to a viable arrangement. 
Part 6: Summary of assets
Please list all assets such as :
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Cash on hand
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Accounts receivable
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bullet
Farm supplies
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Other
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Marketable securities
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Livestock
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Quota
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Grain, produce, forage
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Land
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Farm equipment
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Buildings
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Improvements
-         Cash on hand
-         Accounts receivable
-         Farm supplies
-           Other
-         Marketable securities
-         Livestock  
-           Quota
-         Grain, produce, forage
-            Land
-         Farm equipment
-         Buildings
-         Improvements
Description
Quantity 
Total Value
TOTAL
Farmer(s) authorization
For the purpose of conducting an examination of my/our current financial affairs and/or arriving at a financial arrangement with my/our creditors pursuant to the Farm Debt Mediation Act, I / we, the undersigned, hereby, authorize Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, its employees, agents and contractors to:
1)	request and obtain any information of a financial nature concerning my/our farming operations; 
2)	have access to any and all records, books, papers and other documentation concerning my/our financial affairs (including all security documents); and
3)	release a factual statement of my/our financial affairs to my/our creditors participating in any mediation meeting.
4)	communicate with me/us by means (email, fax, mail, or phone) as identified in Part 3 of this application form or provided thereafter as required under section 3 of the Farm Debt Mediation Regulations.
The signatories below hereby represent and declare that the information provided in this application is to the best of my/our knowledge complete, true and correct. 
In addition, I/we agree to be informed or notified, where required by the Act or the Regulations, by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, its employees, agents and contractors. 
Before signing the form, ensure you have completed all sections. To add your signature, you may use the Fill & Sign function of Adobe or Foxit. Alternatively, you may print this signature page, sign it, scan it and send it with your application.
Directives to the guardian appointed under the Farm Debt Mediation Act (FDMA)
This document outlines the responsibilities of the guardian of the assets when they are appointed under the Farm Debt Mediation Act (FDMA). This document is shared with the farmer, guardian and creditors to make sure all parties understand the role and responsibilities of the guardian and of the farmer during the stay of proceedings. The name of the guardian can be found on the “Notice of stay of proceedings and appointment of guardian” issued by the administrator.
Compliance with the FDMA and with the guardian directives will help decide whether the stay of proceedings, now in place, may be extended or terminated.
Duties of the guardian
Under subsection 17(2) of the FDMA, the guardian of the assets
bullet
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prepare an inventory of all the assets of the farmer;
bullet
X:\A9517 - Morgan Mantil\dot.png
verify periodically the presence and condition of those assets; 
bullet
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and tell the administrator of any act or omission that would jeopardize those assets.
Directives to the guardian
Under subsections 17(1) and 17(2) of the FDMA, the administrator gives the following directives to the guardian who must: 
a. carry on the farm and/or business enterprise in the best interest of that enterprise, keep proper financial records and supporting documents for the business.
b. not sell, dispose or transfer any secured property, nor use money thus obtained, without the prior written approval of relevant secured creditor(s). A copy of the written approval must be provided to the administrator.
c. if funds are available, may continue to pay essential farm operating expenses such as heat, power, family living expenses, feed, loans, and invoices.
d. not incur additional debts that could be detrimental to reaching an arrangement with creditors.
e. if necessary, develop a budget of planned income and expenses during the stay of proceedings and review the budget with the main cereeeditor(s) to avoid any conflict about payments of expenses during the stay period. The Farm Debt Mediation Service (FDMS) office may help with this.
f. in the case of corporations, the corporation may not pay bonuses or dividends to employers, officers, or shareholders during the stay of proceedings.
g. maintain throughout the stay of proceedings all assets insurance that was in place when the stay was issued for such amount and against such hazards as would be prudent in the normal course of business.  If you can’t afford insurance on a secured asset/loan, you are encouraged to inform the relevant creditor(s)as soon as possible.
h. complete and submit the “Guardian report to the administrator” as requested by the administrator before any extensions to the stay of proceedings can be granted.
Please note: If pre-authorized payments and automatic debits must be stopped, it is the responsibility of the farmer/guardian to contact creditors/lenders or their financial institution to stop those payments
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