
 

Cheese Sector Profile 
Description 
Cheese is a concentrated food made from milk 
and/or cream, with or without adding milk 
ingredients. In the process of cheesemaking, the 
casein protein component of the milk is induced 
to coagulate. The network structure formed 
entraps the milk fat globules but allows much of 
the water and soluble components (whey) to 
drain out. Typically, casein coagulation is 
induced by a combination of acid production by 
starter culture organisms and also the action of 
the enzyme rennet. After coagulation, cheese 
undergoes a number of steps to separate the 
whey from the curd, followed by an aging step 
of variable length. The aging step allows 
characteristic flavour development due to 
microbial and enzyme activity. Cheese is 
produced from cow, goat, sheep or water 
buffalo milk, or a combination of them. 

Canadian Production 
The volume of cheese produced in Canada in 
2024 amounted to 528,207 metric tonnes, with 
Cheddar and Mozzarella being the most 
common varieties. As seen in Figure 1, Canadian 

cheese production has increased with total 
cheese production going from 522,608 metric 
tonnes in 2020 to 528,207 metric tonnes in 
2024. During this period, Specialty cheese saw 
an increase in production of 5% while the 
production of Mozzarella declined by 1% and 
Cheddar by 4%. 

The production of processed cheese was 74,334 
metric tonnes in 2024, a 6% increase from 2023 
and a 3% increase over 2020. 

Figure 1: Canadian Cheese Production in 
Metric Tonnes  

 
* the specialty category does not include Mozzarella. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Calculations done by the 
Dairy section of AAFC 

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Specialty Cheddar Mozzarella Cottage



 

Trade 
Canadian imports of cheese increased between 
2020 and 2024, while exports decreased 
between 2020 and 2022 before rebounding 
thereafter. Canada imported 59,060 metric 
tonnes of cheese in 2024, a 46% increase 
compared to 2020.  The United States, Italy and 
France were the top import sources for the 
period. In 2024, Canadian cheese exports 
reached 10,293 metric tonnes.  They were 4% 
lower than in 2020 but they have recovered 
during this period after a significant decline in 
2021.  The main countries importing Canadian 
cheeses are generally the United States and 
Australia. 

Figure 2: Cheese trade in Canada 2020-
2024 in Metric Tonnes 

 
Source: Statistics Canada, Calculations done by the 
Dairy section of AAFC 

The Canadian Industry 

Canada is one of the top cheese producers in 
the world, with a wide range of cheese 
varieties, including cheddar, mozzarella, and 
various specialty cheese. The main players in 
the Canadian cheese industry include both large 
and small-scale producers, with a mix of 
artisanal and industrial cheesemaking practices. 
Some of the largest players include: 

Agropur Dairy Cooperative: This is a dairy 
business headquartered in Longueuil, Quebec, 
Canada. It is one of the largest dairy 
cooperatives in North America, with over 3,000 

dairy farmers members and 8,800 employees. It 
produces a wide range of cheese varieties.  

Lactalis Canada: This is a subsidiary of Lactalis 
Group, the world’s largest dairy company based 
in France. The company employs more than 
4,200 persons in Canada and produces a wide 
range of cheese varieties. 

Saputo: Saputo is a Montreal-based dairy 
company and one of the largest cheese 
producers in Canada. It has operations in 
Canada, the United States, Australia, Argentina 
and the United Kingdom. The company has 
6,000 employees in Canada and produces a 
wide range of cheese varieties.   

The three players rank among the top 25 dairy 
processors globally.  

Consumption trends 

Per Capita Consumption  

Total annual cheese consumption increased 
from 13.59 kg per capita in 2014 to 15.24 kg in 
2024, a 12% increase for the ten-year period.  
Change is primarily due to increases in other 
cheeses consumption which went  from 7.83 to 
9.15 kg, a 17% increase. 

Figure 3:  Trends in  Cheeses Consumption 
in Canada (kg per capita per year) 

 
Source: Statistics Canada. Calculations done by the 
Dairy Section, AAFC 

 



 

Retail Sales  

Retail cheese sales increased by 29% from $5.6 
billion in 2020 to $7.2 billion in 2024, primarily 
due to increases in soft and hard cheese sales. 

Table 1: Canadian Market Share (%) for 
Various Types of Cheese (based on value of 
retail sales) 

 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 
Hard 
Cheese 50.8 50.7 51.1 51.4 51.7 

Soft 
Cheese  35.3 35.6 35.6 35.7 35.6 

Spreadable 
Cheese 7.2 7.2 7.0 6.9 6.8 

Processed 
Cheese, 
excluding 
spreadable 

6.8 6.6 6.3 6.1 5.8 

Source: Euromonitor, calculations done by the Dairy 
Section of AAFC 

In terms of market share by sub-product, hard 
and soft cheeses have the largest share of 
Canadian retail sales by value and have seen 
their market shares increase since 2020. 

Between 2020 and 2024 the price of cheese 
increased by 18% based on the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI).  The CPI increased by 12% for 
cheddar and 13% for mozzarella. In 2024 the 
average monthly retail price of 500 grams block 
of cheese varied from $6.58 to $6.90, compared 
to a price range of $5.87 and $6.24 in 2020.  
That price is based on the monthly sales of 
cheddar and mozzarella. 
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For further information: 
Visit the Canadian Dairy Information Centre 
https://agriculture.canada.ca/en/sector/animal-
industry/canadian-dairy-information-centre   
Or write us at: 
aafc.cdic-ccil.aac@agr.gc.ca    



 

Annex 1: Cheese Profile Data  

  

 
2014 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Cheese Production (metric tonnes)  

Total cheese  433,391 522,608 521,753 516,505 522,444 528,207 

Cheddar cheese  143,070 167,318 168,067 162,660 160,233 161,317 

Cottage cheese  24,094 24,101 23,079 22,066 23,474 28,139 

Speciality cheese  146,070 176,207 176,132 176,415 184,076 184,868 

Mozzarella cheese 120,157 154,982 154,475 155,364 154,661 153,883 

Total Processed cheese 63,609 72,365 70,608 75,200 70,380 74,334 

For the purposes of this table, Specialty cheese does not include Mozzarella. 

Consumer Price Index (annual) 

Cheese (2002=100) 131.6 131.9 135.7 146.0 153.1 155.3 

Cheddar (2013=100) 99.1 97.4 98.4 104.5 107.6 109.0 

Mozzarella (2013=100) 98.6 98.4 99.9 106.8 110.2 110.7 

Average retail price ($) 

Block cheese, 500 grams Not available Lowest: 5.87 
Highest:6.24 

Lowest:6.02 
Highest:6.37 

Lowest: 6.30 
Highest: 6.79 

Lowest: 6.29 
Highest: 6.89 

Lowest: 6.58 
Highest: 6.90 

Cheese trade (metric tonnes) 

Natural Cheese Imports 24,951 38,544 45,666 49,522 53,495 57,173 
Cheddar/cheddar types 2,938 5,388 6,356 7,737 8,385 9,818 

Blue-veined 1,106 1,311 1,306 1,311 1,206 1,144 

Specialty 18,426 26,735 32,489 34,402 35,865 35,823 

Grated or Powdered 1,963 3,143 2,930 2,966 3,350 3,817 

Fresh 519 1,967 2,585 3,105 4,688 6,571 
Processed Cheese 
Imports   1,061 2,031 2,040 2,045 2,276 2,304 

Total cheese imports 26,012 40,575 47,706 51,567 55,772 59,477 

Top Imports by 
Countries of Origins 
(Volume basis)  
 

U.S. (32%) 
Italy (16%) 

France (15%) 
Norway (7%) 

Netherlands (6%) 

U.S. (25%) 
France (17%) 

Italy (16%) 
Netherlands (5%) 

Denmark (5%) 

U.S. (27%) 
Italy (16%) 

France (15%) 
Netherlands (7%) 
Switzerland (5%)  

U.S. (28%) 
Italy (18%) 

France (13%) 
Netherlands (7%) 
Switzerland (5%) 

U.S.(32%) 
Italy (15%) 

France (12%) 
New Zealand (6%) 
Netherlands (6%) 

U.S. (34%) 
Italy (16%) 

France (11%) 
Netherlands (7%) 

New Zealand (5%) 

Natural Cheese Exports  10,967 10,562 7,072 7,551 8,580 10,252 
Cheddar/cheddar types 4,082 3,846 990 735 654 871 

Blue-veined 21 96 66 69 103 114 

Specialty 4,504 4,658 3,927 4,811 5,837 6,512 

Fresh 2,361 1,962 2,089 1,935 1,985 2,754 
Processed Cheese 
Exports  90 34 35 36 43 41 

  Total cheese exports 11,058 10,596 7,106 7,588 8,623 10,293 

 
 
Top Export 
Destinations by Order 
(Volume basis)  
 

U.S. (48%)  
Saudi Arabia (18%)  

UK (10%) 
Japan (7%) 

Australia (2%)  

U.S. (53%) 
Egypt (7%) 

Saudi Arabia (7%) 
Philippines (6%) 

Bahamas  (6%) 
 
 

U.S. (83%) 
Australia (4%) 

Saudi Arabia (2%) 
Singapore (2%) 

France (2%) 

U.S. (83%) 
Australia (5%) 

Saudi Arabia (2%) 
France (2%) 

Singapore (2%) 

U.S. (87%) 
Australia (5%) 

United Arab 
Emirates(2%) 

Mauritius(1%) 
France (1%) 

U.S. (84%) 
Australia(6%) 

United Arab 
Emirates (3%) 

Mauritius (2%) 
Saudi Arabia (2%) 

 



 

 

 

 
2014 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Per capita Consumption (kg) 

Cheddar cheese  4.03 4.44 4.55 4.30 4.21 4.24 

Other cheeses 7.83 9.48 9.52 9.43 9.39 9.15 

Processed cheese  1.72 1.90 1.92 1.97 1.82 1.85 

Total All Cheeses 13.59 15.81 15.99 15.69 15.42 15.24 


